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Publications: 
 
Marin, A., ojalehto, b., Medin, D. (in press). Conceptual change, relationships, and cultural 

epistemologies. In T. Amin & O. Levrini (Eds.) Converging Perspectives on Conceptual 
Change: Mapping an Emerging Paradigm in the Learning Sciences. Routledge. 

Medin, D.L. (in press). Psychological Science as a Complex System: Report Card. Perspectives 
on Psychological Science. 

Medin, D. L., & Herrera, A. (in press). Categories and taxonomies.  In H. Callan (Ed.) 
International Encyclopedia of Anthropology. Wiley. 

Bang, M., Alfonso, J., Faber, L., Marin, A., Marin, M., Medin, D., Waxman, S., & Woodring, J. 
(in press). Perspective Taking in Early Childhood Books: Implications for Early Science 
Learning. Cultural Studies of Science Education. 

Page-Reeves, J., Marin, A., Bleecker, M., Moffett, M., DeerInWater, K., EchoHawk, S., Medin, 
D. (2017). From community data to research archive: Partnering to increase and sustain 
capacity within a native organization. Gateways: International Journal of Community 
Research and Engagement, 10, 283-297. 

ojalehto, b., Medin, D., & García, S. (2017). Grounding principles for inferring agency: Two 
cultural perspectives. Cognitive Psychology, 95, 50-78. 

Medin, D.L., ojalehto, b., Marin, A., & Bang, M. (2017). Systems of (Non-)Diversity. Nature 
Human Behaviour, 1, 0088. 
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Bender, A., Beller, S., & Medin, D. L.(2017). Causal cognition and culture. In M. R. Waldmann 
(Ed.), Oxford Handbook of Causal Reasoning. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 ojalehto, b., Medin, D., & García, S. (2017). Conceptualizing agency: Folkpsychological and 
folkcommunicative perspectives on plants. Cognition, 162, 103-123. 

Waxman, S., Herrmann, P., Woodring, J., & Medin, D. (2016). Humans (really) are animals: 
Picture-book reading influences five-year-old urban children’s construal of the relation 
between humans and non-human animals. In J. S. Horst & C. Houston-Price (Eds). An 
open book: What and how young children learn from picture and story books. Lausanne: 
Frontiers Media. doi: 10.3389/978-2-88919-728-6. 

 Taverna, A., Medin, D.L., & Waxman, S.R. (2016). "Inhabitants of the earth": Reasoning about 
folkbiological concepts in Wichi children and adults. Early Education and Development, 
27(8), 1109-1129. 

Bang, M., Marin, M., Medin, D. L., & Washinawatok,K. (2015). Learning by Observing, 
Pitching in, and Being in Relations in the Natural World. In M. Correa-Chávez, R. Mejía-
Arauz, & B. Rogoff (Eds.), Children Learn by Observing and Contributing to Family and 
Community Endeavors: A Cultural Paradigm Vol 49 (pp. 303-313). ACDB, UK: 
Academic Press. 

ojalehto, b., & Medin, D.L. (2015). Emerging Trends in Culture and Concepts. In R. Scott & S. 
Kosslyn (Eds.). Emerging Trends in the Social and Behavioral Sciences. New York: John 
Wiley & Sons. 

ojalehto, b., Medin, D. L., Horton, W. S., Garcia, S. G., & Kays, E. G. (2015). Seeing 
cooperation or competition: Ecological interactions in cultural perspectives. Topics in 
Cognitive Science. online : 3 Oct 2015, DOI: 10.1111/tops.12156. 

Medin, D., ojalehto, b., Waxman, S., & Bang, M. (2015). Relations: Language, epistemologies, 
categories and concepts. In E. Margolis & S. Laurence (Eds.), The Conceptual Mind: 
New Directions in the Study of Concepts (pp. 349-378). Cambridge: MIT Press. 

ojalehto, b., & Medin, D.L. (2015). Theory of Mind in the Pacific: Reasoning Across Cultures. 
Jürg Wassman, Birgit Träuble, and Joachim Funke. Heidelberg, Germany: 
Universitätsverlag Winter. 2013. ix-277 pp., Ethos 43(1), E5-E8.  

ojalehto, b. l., & Medin, D. (2015). Perspectives on culture and concepts. Annual Review of 
Psychology. 66, 249-275. 

Medin, D.L. & Bang, M. (2014). Who’s asking? Native science, Western science and science 
education. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press. 

Medin, D., Lee, C. D., & Bang, M. (2014). Particular Points of View. Scientific American, 
311(4), 44-45.  

Medin, D.L, & Bang, M. (2014). The cultural side of science communication. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences,online 
http://www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1317510111. 

Gong, H., Medin, D. L., Eyal, T., Liberman, N., Trope, Y., Zezelj, I. L., & Jokic, B. R. (2014). 
Commentaries and Rejoinder on Zezelj and Jokic (2014). Social Psychology, 1-8. 
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Taverna, A. S.; Waxman, S. R.; Medin, D. L., Moscoloni, N. & Peralta, O. A. (2014). Naming 
the living things: Linguistic, experiential and cultural factors in Wichí and Spanish 
speaking children. Journal of Culture and Cognition, 14, 213-233.  

Waxman, S., Herrmann, P., Woodring, J., Medin, D. (2014). Humans (really) are animals: 
Picture-book reading influences five-year-old urban children’s construal of the relation 
between humans and non-human animals. Frontiers in Developmental Psychology. doi: 
10.3389/fpsyg.2014.00172 

Le Guen, O., Iliev, R., Lois, X., Atran, S., Medin. D. (2013). A garden experiment revisited: 
Inter-generational change in environmental perception and management of the Maya 
Lowlands, Guatemala, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 19(4), 771-794. 

ojalehto, b., Waxman, S.R. & Medin, D.L. (2013). Teleological reasoning about nature: 
Intentional design or relational perspectives? Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 17(4), 166-
171.  

Medin, D., & Bang, M. (2013). Culture in the Classroom. Phi Delta Kappan, 95(4): 64-67.  

Medin, D., ojalehto, b., Marin, A., & Bang, M. (2013). Culture and epistemologies: Putting 
culture back into the ecosystem. To appear in: M. Gelfand, CY Chiu, & Y-Y. Hong 
(Eds.), Advances in Culture and Psychology Series, Oxford University Press. 

Dehghani, M., Bang, M., Medin, D.L., Marin, A., Leddon, E., Waxman, S. (2013). 
Epistemologies in the text of children’s books: Native and non-Native authored books. 
International Journal of Science Education, 35(13), 2133-2151. 

Sachdeva, S., Iliev, R. & Medin, D. (2013) Nonmutualistic morality. Behavioral and Brain 
Sciences, 36(1), 99-100. doi: 10.1017/S0140525X11002202 

Bang, M., Warren, B., Rosebery, A. S., & Medin, D. (2012). Desettling expectations in science 
education. Human Development, 55(5-6), 302-318. 

Iliev, R., Sachdeva, S., & Medin, D. (2012) Moral kinematics: The role of physical factors in 
moral judgments. Memory and Cognition, Online. DOI 10.3758/s13421-012-0217-1 

Gong, H. & Medin, D. (2012). Construal levels and moral judgment: Some complications. 
Judgment and Decision Making, 7(5), 628-638. 

Bender, A., Beller, S., & Medin, D. L. (2012). Turning tides: Prospects for more diversity in 
cognitive science. Topics in Cognitive Science, 4(3), 462-466. 

Beller, S., Bender, A., & Medin, D. L. (2012). Should anthropology be part of cognitive science? 
Topics in Cognitive Science, 4(3), 342-353. 

Unsworth, S. J., Levin, W., Bang, M., Washinawatok, K., Waxman, S. R., & Medin, D. L. 
(2012). Cultural differences in children's ecological reasoning and psychological 
closeness to nature: Evidence from Menominee and European-American children. 
Journal of Cognition and Culture, 12(1-2), 17-29. 

Leddon, E., Waxman, S.R., Medin, D.L, Bang, M. & Washinawatok, K. (2012). One animal 
among many? Children’s understanding of the relation between humans and nonhuman 
animals. In G. Hayes & M. Bryant (Eds.), Psychology of Culture. In Psychology of 
Emotions, Motivations and Actions: Focus on Civilizations and Cultures Series. 
Hauppauge, NY: Nova Science Publishers.  
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Taverna, A., Waxman, S., Medin, D., Peralta, O. (2012). Core-folkbiological concepts: New 
evidence from Wichí children and adults. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 12 (2012) 
339–358. 

Rips, L. J., Smith, E. E., & Medin, D. L. (2012). Concepts and categories: Memory, meaning, 
and metaphysics. The Oxford Handbook of Thinking and Reasoning, pp 177-209. 

Herrmann, P., Medin, D.L., Waxman, S.R. (2012).When humans become animals: Development 
of the animal category in early childhood. Cognition. 122(1):74-79.  

Ross, N. & Medin, D. (2011). Culture and cognition: The role of cognitive anthropology in 
anthropology and the cognitive sciences. In D. Kronenfeld, G. Bennardo, V. de Munck 
and M. Fischer (Eds.) A Companion to Cognitive Anthropology. John Wiley and Sons. 

Shallow, C., Iliev, R., & Medin, D. (2011). Trolley problems in context. Judgment and Decision 
Making, 6(7), 593-601. 

Ginges, J., Atran, S., Sachdeva, S. & Medin, D. (2011). Psychology out of the Laboratory: The 
Challenge of Violent Extremism.  American Psychologist, 66(6), 507-519. 

Sachdeva, S., Singh, P. and Medin, D. (2011). Culture and the quest for universal principles in 
moral reasoning. International Journal of Psychology, 46(3), 161-176. 

Leddon, E.M., Waxman, S.R., Medin, (2011). What does it mean to 'live' and 'die'? A cross-
linguistic analysis of parent-child conversations in English and Indonesian. British 
Journal of Developmental Psychology, 29(3): 375-395.  

Bender, A., Hutchins, E., & Medin, D. (2010). Anthropology in cognitive science. Topics in 
Cognitive Science, 2(3), 374-385.  

Dehghani, M.,Atran,  Iliev, R., Sachdeva, S., Medin, D. & Ginges, J. (2010). Sacred values and 
conflicts over Iran's nuclear program. Judgment and Decision Making, 5, 540-546.  

Medin, D. Bennis, W. & Chandler, M. (2010). The Home-field disadvantage. Perspectives on 
Psychological Science. 5(6), 708-713, doi: 10.1177/1745691610388772  

Bennis, W.M. & Medin, D.L., (2010). Weirdness is in the eye of the beholder. Behavioral and 
Brain Sciences, 33(2-3), 85 -86. 

Bang, M. & Medin, D. (2010). Cultural processes in science education: Supporting the 
navigation of multiple epistemologies.Science Education, online, DOI: 
10.1002/sce.20392 

Unsworth, S., Medin, D.L., (2010). Concept Learning.  In E. Baker, P. Peterson, B. McGaw 
(Eds.) International Encyclopedia of Education, 3rd. Edition.  Elsevier 2010.  

Bang, M., Medin, D., Washinawatok, K., and Chapman, S. (2010). Innovations in culturally-
based science education through partnerships and community. In M. Khine & I. Saleh 
(Eds.) New Science of Learning: Cognition, Computers and Collaboration in Education. 
New York: Springer. 

Medin, D., L. (2010). Comments on models and categorization theories: the razor’s edge. In E. 
Pothos & A., J., Wills (Eds.). Formal Approaches in Categorization. Cambridge, MA: 
Cambridge University Press. 



Douglas L. Medin    6 

Medin, D., Waxman, S., Woodring, J., & Washinawatok, K. (2010). Human-centeredness is not 
a universal feature of young children’s reasoning: Culture and experience matter when 
reasoning about biological entities. Cognitive Development, 25(3), 197-207.  

Bennis, W.M., Medin, D.L., and Bartels, D.M. (2010). Perspectives on the ecology of decision 
modes: Reply to comments. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 5(2), 213-215. 

Bennis, W., Medin, D., & Bartels, D. (2010).  The costs and benefits of calculation and moral 
rules. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 5(2), 187-202. 

Anggoro, F., Medin, D. & Waxman, S. (2010).  Language and experience influence children’s 
biological induction.  Journal of Cognition and Culture, 10, 171-187. 

Winkler-Rhoades, N., Medin, D. L., Waxman, S. R., & Woodring, J., Ross, N. O. (2010). 
Naming the animals that come to mind: Effects of culture and experience on category 
fluency. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 10, 205-220. 

Herrmann, P., Waxman, S.R., & Medin, D.L. (2010). Anthropocentrism is not the first step in 
children's reasoning about the natural world. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Science, 107(22) 9979-9984.  

Bartels, D. M., Bauman, C.W., Skita, L.J. & Medin, D.L. (2009). Psychology of learning and 
motivation: Moral judgment and decision making (Vol. 50). San Diego, CA: Academic 
Press. 

Bang, M., Medin, D. & Cajete, G. (2009). Next steps in science education in Indian Country: 
Culturally based rather than culturally responsive. SACNAS News, 12, 8-11. 

Dehghani, M., Iliev, R., Sachdeva, S., Atran, S., Ginges, J, & Medin, D. (2009). Emerging sacred 
values: Iran’s nuclear program. Judgment and Decision Making, 4, 930-933. 

Iliev, R., Sachdeva, S., Bartels, D., Joseph, C., Suzuki, S., Medin, D. (2009). Attending to moral 
values. In B. H. Ross (Series Ed.) & D. M. Bartels, C. W. Bauman,  L. J. Skitka, & D. L. 
Medin (Eds.), Psychology of Learning and Motivation, Vol. 50: Moral Judgment and 
Decision Making. San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 

Sachdeva, S., Iliev, R., Medin, D. L. (2009). Sinning saints and saintly sinners: The paradox of 
moral self-regulation. Psychological Science, 20(4) 523-528.  

Atran, S. & Medin, D.L. (2008). The native mind and the cultural construction of nature. 
Boston, MA: MIT Press. 

Leddon, E. M., Waxman, S.R. & Medin, D.L. (2008). Unmasking “alive:” Children’s 
appreciation of a concept linking all living things. Journal of Cognition and 
Development, 9(4), 461–473.  

Medin, D.L. & Bang, M. (2008). Perspective Taking, Diversity and Partnerships.  American 
Psychological Association, 22(2) online. 

Anggoro, F. K., Waxman, S.R. & Medin, D.L. (2008). Naming practices and the acquisition of 
key biological concepts: Evidence from English and Indonesian. Psychological Science, 
19(4), 314-319.  

Burnett, R. & Medin, D.L. (2008). Reasoning across cultures. In L. Rips & J. Adler (Eds.), 
Reasoning: Studies of human inference and its foundations (pp. 934-955). Cambridge, 
MA: Cambridge University Press. 
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Tanner, C., Medin, D. & Iliev, R. (2008). Influence of deontological versus consequentialist 
orientations on act choices and framing effects: When principles are more important than 
consequences. European Journal of Social Psychology, 38(5), 757-769.  

Ross, N., Medin, D. & Cox, D. (2007). Epistemological models and culture conflict: Menominee 
and European American hunters in Wisconsin. Ethos, 35(4), 478-515.  

Blok, S, Osherson, D., & Medin, D.L. (2007). From Similarity to Chance.  In A. Feeney & E. 
Heit (Eds.), Inductive Reasoning (pp. 137-166). New York, NY: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Medin, D. L. & Waxman, S. R. (2007). Interpreting asymmetries of projection in children's 
inductive reasoning.  In A. Feeney & E. Heit (Eds.), Inductive Reasoning (pp. 55-80). 
New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.  

Bang, M., Medin, D., & Atran, S. (2007).  Cultural mosaics and mental models of nature. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 104, 13868-13874.  

Ginges, J., Atran, S., Medin, D., & Shikaki, K. (2007). Sacred bounds on rational resolution of 
violent political conflict. Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, 104, 7357-
7360. 

Medin, D.L., Unsworth, S.J., Hirschfeld, L. (2007).  Culture, categorization and reasoning. In S. 
Kitayama & D. Cohen (Eds.), Handbook of Cultural Psychology (pp. 615-
644).  Guilford.  

Waxman, S., & Medin, D. (2007). Experience and cultural models matter: Placing firm limits on 
anthropocentrism. Human Development, 50, 23-30. 

Bartels, D. M. & Medin, D. L. (2007).  Are morally-motivated decision makers insensitive to the 
consequences of their choices?  Psychological Science, 18(1), 24-28. 

Medin, D., Ross, N., Cox, D & Atran, S. (2007). Why folkbiology matters: Resource conflict 
despite shared goals and knowledge. Human Ecology, 35(3), 315-329.  

Waxman, S.R., Medin, D.L., & Ross, N. (2007). Folkbiological reasoning from a cross-cultural 
developmental perspective: Early essentialist notions are shaped by cultural 
beliefs.  Developmental Psychology, 43(2), 294-308. 

Medin, D., Ross, N.O., & Cox, D. (2006).  Culture and resource conflict: Why meanings 
matter.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation.  

Waxman, S. R. & Medin, D. L. (2006).  Core knowledge, naming and the acquisition of the 
fundamental (folk)biologic concept ‘alive’. In N. Miyake (Ed.). Proceedings of the 5th 
International Conference on Cognitive Science (pp. 53-55). Mahwah, New Jersey: 
Lawrence Erlbaum.   

Lynch, E., Medin, D.L., (2006). Explanatory models of illness: A study of within-culture 
variation. Cognitive Psychology, 53(4), 285-309. 

Bloomfield, A.N., Sager, J.A., Bartels, D.M. & Medin, D.L. (2006). Caring about framing 
effects. Mind & Society, 5(2), 123-138.  

Medin, D.L., Ross, N., Atran, S., Cox, D., Coley, J., Proffitt, J., & Blok, S. (2006). Folkbiology 
of Freshwater Fish. Cognition, 99(3), 237-273. 
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Anggoro, F.,  Waxman, S. & Medin, D. (2005). The effects of naming practices on children's 
understanding of living things. In B Bara, L. Barsalou, and M. Bucciarelli, eds., 
Proceedings of the Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society 
(pp.139-144). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Unsworth, S.J. & Medin, D.L. (2005).  Cross cultural differences in belief bias with deductive 
reasoning?  Cognitive Science, 29(4), 525-529. 

Burnett, R., Medin, D., Ross, N., & Blok, S. (2005). Ideal is typical. Canadian Journal of 
Experimental Psychology, 59(1), 5-10. 

Atran, S., Medin, D.L, & Ross, N. (2005).  The cultural mind: Environmental decision making 
and cultural modeling within and across populations. Psychological Review, 112(4), 744-
776.  

Ross, N.O., & Medin, D.L. (2005). Ethnography and experiments: Cultural models and expertise 
effects elicited with experimental research techniques. Field Methods, 17(2), 131-149.  

Rips, L.J. & Medin, D.L. (2005). Concepts, categories, and semantic memory. In K. Holyoak & 
R. Morrison (Eds.). Cambridge Handbook of Thinking and Reasoning . Cambridge : 
Cambridge University Press.  

Medin, D.L & Atran, S. (2004). The native mind: Biological categorization, reasoning and 
decision making in development across cultures. Psychological Review, 111( 4), 960-983.  

Tanner, C., & Medin, D.L. (2004). Protected values: No omission bias and no framing effects. 
Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 11(1), 185-191.  

Love, B.C., Medin, D.L., & Gureckis, T. (2004). SUSTAIN: A Network model of category 
learning. Psychological Review, 111, 309-332.  

Medin, D.L., Ross, B., & Markman, A. (2004). Cognitive Psychology, 4th Edition. New York: 
John Wiley & Sons.  

Atran, S., Medin, D.L, & Ross, N. (2004). Evolution and devolution of knowledge: A tale of two 
biologies. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 10(2): 395-420.  

Medin, D.L., Coley, J.D., Storms, G. & Hayes, B. (2003). A relevance theory of induction. 
Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 3, 517-532.  

Blok, S., Medin, D.L. & Osherson, D. (2003). Probability from similarity. Paper presented at the 
American Association for Artificial Intelligence Spring 2003 Symposium, March 24-26, 
Palo Alto , CA .  

Ross, N., Medin, D.L., Coley, J.D. & Atran, S. (2003). Cultural and experiential differences in 
the development of folkbiological induction. Cognitive Development,18, 25-47.  

Atran, S. & Medin, D.L., Ross, N. (2002). Thinking about biology: Modular constraints on 
categorization and reasoning in the every day life of Americans, Maya and scientists. 
Mind and Society, 6(3), 31-64.  

Sousa, P., Atran, S., & Medin, D.L. (2002). Essentialism and folkbiology: Evidence from Brazil. 
Journal of Cognition and Culture, 2(3), 195-223.  

Markman, A & Medin, D.L. (2002). Decision making. Stevens Handbook of Experimental 
Psychology, 3rd edition: Volume 2, Memory and Cognitive Processes. New York: Wiley.  
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Medin, D.L., Ross, N., Atran, S., Burnett, R. & Blok, S. (2002). Categorization and reasoning in 
relation to culture and expertise. In Brian Ross (Ed.), Psychology of Learning and 
Motivation, 41 (pp. 1-41). San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 

Atran, S., Medin, D., Vapnarsky, V., Ucan Ek', E., Coley, J.D., Timura, C. & Baran, M. (2002). 
Folkecology, cultural epidemiology, and the spirit of the commons: A garden experiment 
in the Maya Lowlands , 1995-2000. Current Anthropology, 43(3), 421-450.  

Bailenson, J.N., Shum, M., Atran, S., Medin, D.L. & Coley, J.D. (2002). A bird's eye view: 
Biological categorization and reasoning within and across cultures. Cognition, 84, 1-53.  

Ahn, W., Kalish, C., Gelman, S., Medin, D.L., Luhman, C., Atran, S., Coley, J.D. & Shafto, P. 
(2001). Why essences are essential in the psychology of concepts. Cognition, 82, 59-69.  

Atran, S., Medin, D.L, Lynch, E., Vapnarsky, V., Ucan Ek' & Sousa, P. (2001) Folkbiology 
doesn't come from folkpsychology: Evidence from Yukatec Maya in cross-cultural 
perspective. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 1, 4-42.  

Bowdle, B. & Medin, D. (2001). Reference point reasoning and comparison point asymmetries. 
In J. Moore & K. Stenning (Eds), Proceedings of the 23rd Annual Conference of the 
Cognitive Science Society (pp 116-121). Earlbaum: Hillsdale, NJ. 

Wolff, P. & Medin, D.L. (2001). Measuring the evolution and devolution of folkbiological 
knowledge. In L. Maffi (Ed.) On biocultural diversity: Linking language knowledge and 
the environment (pp.212-227). Smithsonian Institution: Washington.  

Lynch, E. B., Coley, J. D., & Medin, D. L. (2000). Tall is typical: Central tendency, ideal 
dimensions and graded category structure among tree experts and novices. Memory and 
Cognition, 28(1), 41-50.  

Medin, D. L., Lynch, E. B., & Solomon, K. O. (2000). Are there kinds of concepts? Annual 
Review of Psychology, 51, 121-147.  

Medin, D. L., Proffitt, J. B., & Schwartz, H. C. (2000). Concepts: An overview. In A. E. Kazdin 
(Ed.), Encyclopedia of psychology. New York: Oxford University Press.  

Proffitt, J. B., Coley, J. D., & Medin, D. L. (2000). Expertise and category-based induction. 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 26(4), 811-828.  

Medin, D. L. (Ed.). (2000). Psychology of learning and motivation: Advances in research and 
theory (Vol. 40). San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 

Pashler, H. (Series Ed.) & Medin, D. L. (Vol. Ed.). (2000). Stevens' Handbook of Experimental 
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